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poses of justice the orders of the Navy Department respecting her become important as testimony. I have the honor to request that copies of the orders under which the steamer "Philadelphia" was seized in the sounds in N. C. in Jan. 1865 be furnished me for that purpose.
Respectfully, Asst. Solicitor to Court of Claims
Documents in the "Philadelphia" Case
January 18, 1866 [Not in chronological order]
To the Honorable the Judges of the Court of Claims
THE Petition of George W. Lane, a resident of the city of Baltimore in the State of Maryland, and a loyal citizen of the United States, respectfully showeth:
That your petitioner, by authority of and in pursuance of certain acts of Congress, approved July 13th, 1861, May 20th, 1862, March 12th, 1863, and July 2nd, 1864, the license and permit of the President of the United States, the recommendation of General Butler, and the regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, and the order of the President of Sept. 24th, 1864, entered into a contract in writing with H. A. Risley, agent for the purchase of products of insurrectionary States, on behalf of the Government of the United States, at Norfolk, Va., and for that purpose duly authorized and legally empowered to contract; wherein and whereby the said Risley for and in behalf of the United States, on the 9th and 20th days of December, 1864, agreed to purchase of your petitioner and your petitioner agreed to sell to the United States, one thousand bales of cotton; which bales of cotton were when represented to be on the Chowan River in the State of North Carolina, or would be there on the 22nd of December, 1864, and which your petitioner agreed to transport to Norfolk, and there to deliver to said Risley for and in behalf of the United States; and to that end and purpose the said Risley requested safe conduct for your petitioner, and his necessary means of transportation of said cotton from the said Chowan River to said Norfolk, Va., through the military lines of the United States; and for the cotton so delivered, or to be delivered, the United States promised and agreed to pay your petitioner three-fourths the sum per pound that similar grade of cotton was worth in the city of New York, on the day of its delivery, the delivery to be within a reasonable time. And your petitioner avers that relying upon the promise and